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Lots of kids play 
video games, 
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Learned Today
Take a look at all 
the fun things we 
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How to Be a 
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Are you a pastor? 
You may be and 
not even know it!

Video Games, The ESRB, and You
By Pastor Robby

 Video games are enjoyed by millions of people of all 
ages all around the world, me included. I’m willing to bet 
that even your child has had some sort of experience with 
video games, even if they don’t own any. While it’s perfectly 
fine to enjoy video games in moderation not all games are 
appropriate for all ages, just like Bible stories (e.g., Judges 19)
 Fortunately there is a very easy way to decide which 
games are appropriate and which are not. This is where the 
Entertainment Software Ratings Board (ESRB) comes in. All 
developers who release video games in North America must 
submit their game to the ESRB first. They review the game 
and give it a rating label, like how movies are rated. These 
ratings can range from Everyone to Mature. You can find 
these ratings on the back of video game cases in small black 
and white squares.
 This system is great, but it only works if you choose 
to use it. Retailers must comply with it by refusing to sell 
games rated mature or higher to persons under the age 
of 17. Unfortunately, I’ve seen confused parents buy “M” 
rated games for their underage children all the time. Always 
check the rating and read the list of reasons that the game 
received its rating on the back of the box. Be involved with 
the games your child is playing. Monitor them while they 
play. Many modern consoles even have the ability to lock 
out games with a certain rating. Check the documentation 
that came with your console to enable these settings. Even 
play with them. If you follow these rules then you won’t have 
to worry about your child playing something they shouldn’t. 
Check out ESRB.org for more info.
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What We 
Learned Today

 Today’s Need 2 Know 
is “God’s Power In Me Makes 

Me A Leader!” We spied on Dr. D and Poof 
to help the heroes at Hero Headquarters 
foil their evil plan. Today Dr. D received a 
rejection letter from the Villainous League 
after he applied to be their leader. He was 
insulted that they did not want to follow 
him, so he decided that if they won’t 
follow him he will have to make his own 
followers. Dr. D and Poof created an army 
of clones that they were going to use to 
attack the Heroes! The only problem is 
that clones are sensitive to high sound 
frequencies. After we told Director Stone, 
the director of hero headquarters, about 
the attack he deployed Sonic Sonar who 
used his sonar scream to take out the 
army of clones.
 We also learned about a hero who 
became a leader in the bible named 
Gideon. In the story the Israelites were 
afraid of the Midianites. Gideon was 
an Israelite who was hiding from the 
Midianites when an angel came to him 
and told him that God had chosen him 
to be a mighty warrior and leader. Soon 
Gideon gathered an army of 10,000 
people, but God told him he had too 
many. After a series of tests Gideon was 
only left with 300 men. With God’s power 
Gideon lead the army of 300 into the 
Midianite camp and defeated them! Just 
like God did with Gideon God’s power can 
make us all leaders!

How To Be a Pastor
 I have some exciting news to tell 
you. If you are reading this then you are 
a pastor! Congratulations! Now I know 
you haven’t been ordained, you haven’t 
taken any classes, and you didn’t even 
sign up. Here’s the thing, if you have 
a child you’re a pastor, because you 
are automatically their pastor. Your 
child’s spiritual development is your 
responsibility.
 We know you probably don’t have 
a degree in bible studies, you probably 
don’t have any training, and maybe 
you’re new to the church. That’s OK! It’s 
us at the church that has the training, 
the degrees, and the skills to help your 
child grow, but there’s a catch. We only 
see you child for an hour and a half 
every week. That is not enough time to 
really make an impact in their life. On 
the other hand, you as their parent have 
a hundred times more influence over 
them than the church does.
 We have the knowledge, you 
have the influence. If we work together 
then there is nothing that will stop 
your child from growing. The thing is 
we must work as a team. We can’t do 
it on our own, and you can’t do it on 
your own. The first thing you can do to 
start is to take an interest in what your 
child is learning in church. Reading this 
newsletter is a great way to do that 
and attending our Parent FX at 9:30 
on October 26th is a better way. Just 
show up Sunday at 9:30 and take a 
seat in our auditorium. We’ll treat you 
to a sneak peak of our upcoming series. 
There will be games, songs, and more. 
Don’t miss out!


